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The regular meeting of the Moran Township Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 

January 8, 2025 at the Moran Township Hall, W1362 US-2, St. Ignace, Michigan 49781. 

 

AGENDA: 

1. PLEDGE – MINUTES-TREASURER’S REPORT 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

3. Scott Marshall will discuss the Recreation Agreement & Fitness Center Agreement 

4. Steve Paquin will present an update concerning the water issue 

5. Chris Kittell has resigned from the Planning Commission & ZBA.  Discuss replacement 

6. Fred Strich will update the board concerning Short Term Rentals 

7. Discuss using TextMyGov for their texting services 

8. State of MI will pay for the cost of the early poll workers for the November election 

9. Approve budget amendments 

10. Old Business & Updates 

a.  Update on Rubin property-December 12 Probate Court Hearing 

b. Recreation Plan has been submitted to the State of Michigan. Waiting 

approval 

c. Update on info concerning Silver Mountain Tubing Hill 

d. Update Identity Theft Prevention Program 

11.  New Business 

12. Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Supr Dionne called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM EST with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

  ROLL CALL:  PRESENT:  Supr Dionne, Clerk Vallier, Treas Sovey 

             Trustee Spencer and Paquin. 

     ABSENT:    None 

     CITIZENS:  News Reporter Erich Doerr, Zoning Admr Strich, 

            Fire Chief Nick Montie, Scott Marshall, Kathy 

            Lamb, David & Amanda Dolinett, Jeni Therrian 

            Gwen Pechta, Jason Horricks, Ruth Paquin,  

            Sharon & Paul MacDonald and Debbie Durm. 
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MINUTES & TREASURER’S REPORT: 

MOTION BY SPENCER, SECONDED BY SOVEY (CARRIED) TO ACCEPT MINUTES AND 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR DECEMBER 4, 2024 AS PRESENTED. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

St. Ignace Fire Department Chief Nick Montie was present to give the Annual Report for 2024.  

There were 28 calls for Moran Township. 

 

 

CITY OF ST. IGNACE RECREATION AGREEMENT: 

MOTION BY SPENCER, SECONDED BY VALLIER (CARRIED) TO ACCEPT THE CITY OF ST. IGNACE 

RECREATION AGREEMENT BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2025 ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2027.  AS 

PRESENTED 

 

LITTLE BEAR EAST FITNESS CENTER REQUEST: 

Fitness Center Director, Kathy Lamb was present requesting additional money for Moran Twp 

citizens using the center.  Currently the Twp contributes $6,000 a year for Moran Twp 

participants (141 people using).  Lamb is requesting an additional  $2,000 for 2025 and an 

additional $2,000 for 2026, making the contribution $10,000 each year.  It was recommended 

to turn this over to the Moran Twp Recreation Advisory Board.  TABLED until February meeting. 

 

WATER ISSUE UPDATE: 

Trustee Paquin met with St. Ignace Manager Scott Marshall, Water Dept Manager Russ Winberg 

and St. Ignace Water Dept Manager Bill Fraser concerning citizens getting water at the water 

plant.  The increase in cost of the water is an issue for some Moran Twp residents.  There is one 

rate for bulk water to commercial and residential.  Another meeting has been scheduled with 

the department heads.  TABLED 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION & ZBA: 

Chris Kittell, Chairman has resigned from PLC & ZBA effective December 10, 2024.  PLC & ZBA 

members have appointed Sharon MacDonald as his replacement. 

MOTION BY VALLIER, SECONDED BY PAQUIN TO APPOINT RUTH EBY PAQUIN AS AN 

ALTERNATE TO THE PLC & ZBA BOARD. 

 

UPDATE ON SHORT TERM RENTALS: 

Zoning Admr Fred Strich informed the board that only 23 applications have been submitted so 

far for Short Term Rentals.  A company, IWORQ SYSTEM helps in locating short term rentals.  

Strich to get a quote for yearly cost and report back at February meeting. 
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TEXTING SERVICES  TEXTMYGOV: 

A citizen outreach service, TEXTMYGOV contacted Supr Dionne about being interested in their 

service.  At a cost of $2,500 a year the Board felt too costly.  Not interested. 

 

NOVEMBER ELECTION: 

Notification from County Clerk Vowell the State of MI is reimbursing the County for the 

November election early vote poll workers. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS: 

MOTION BY SPENCER, SECONDED BY PAQUIN (CARRIED) TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS: 

1. TREASURER:  101-253-801 PROFESSIONAL & CONTRACTUAL – INCREASE $250 

                         101-253-901 TAX STATEMENTS & POSTAGE – INCREASE $280 

2.  BUILDING & GROUNDS:  101-265-727 SUPPLIES – INCREASE $150 

3. PLANNING  101-701-900 PRINTING & PUBLISHING – INCREASE $200 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Update on Rubin property 

b. Recreation Plan submitted to State of Michigan. Waiting approval 

c. Update on Silver Mountain Tubing Hill 

i. Per conversation by Supr with Wes Cashwell, Midwest Sales 

Representative for SMI,  we need 3 million gallons of water to cover 

4.6 acres of hill with 3 feet of snow.  The lagoon is only 264,000 

gallons.   And also would need 3 to 4 snow guns.  A cost of a new 

pump could run $75,000 to $100,000.  A conversation with Jim from 

Louie’s Well Drilling does not recommend another well.  Not enough 

water in the area to support another well.  Recommendation from 

the Board is to start to look for buyers for tubing equipment. 

d. Update on the “Identity Theft Protection Program”  No awareness of Identity 

Theft. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a. ORDINANCE #63, Effective January 15, 2025.  An ordinance amending 

Moran Township Zoning Ordinance, as codified, to allow 

Telecommunication Towers with a Special Land Use Permit in additional 

zoning districts; and to amend section 21.18(d) of Special Land Use section 

of Moran Township Zoning Ordinance.  (ATTACHED THE FULL ORDINANCE 

TO MEETING MINUTES) 
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A MOTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #63 BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 

     SUPERVISOR DIONNE    YES 

     CLERK VALLIER    YES 

     TREASURER SOVEY    YES 

     TRUSTEE SPENCER    YES 

     TRUSTEE PAQUIN    YES 

 

ORDINANCE #63 DECLARED ADOPTED BY SUPERVISOR DIONNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWNSHIP PAYROLL:     $ 9,549.90   

 

 

TOWNSHIP ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  AND EFT’S: $30,335.29 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION BY VALLIER, SECONDED BY SOVEY (CARRIED) THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:21 PM 

EST. 

 

 

SIGNED:        Kristine R Vallier                                                          DATED:  JANUARY 10, 2025 

                     Kristine R. Vallier, Clerk                        APPROVED:  FEBRUARY 5, 2025   

             

 

 

 

 

 


